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IV. An AbfraSl of a iBooks Entituled, 

Olaui Rudbeckij, Atlantic# fife Manhemij parr 
Jecunda. In qua Solis y Luna Terra Cult us de- 
Jcribitur , omnifque adeo fuperfiitionis hujujce Origo 
farti Sueoni# Septentrionali , Terra puta Cimmeri- 
orum Ymdicaturi) exqua deinceps in orbem reliquum 
diVulgata efl y <srcc . Accedunt dmonjlrationes cer~ 
tiffima , qua Septentrionales-mfiros, in maximegenui• 
mm Solit ac Lwmmotum , wdeq$ pendentem-accura- 
tijftmam temporum * rationem, multo & pruts feli- 
cius quam gentem alt dm uUdm peneirajfe declarant 
Upfala:. In Folio. 

T His Learned Author, in this his fecond part of Bis 'At* 
lantica. or Manheim, [_ 5 W an Account- of the firji part in 
Dr HockV Philofophical Collections , TAuntb, 4.I has continued 
to oblige the Learned World with a farther egregious lllu- 
ftration-of the Northern Hiftory and Antiquities, performed 
by no man as he has done. He divides this great Work into 
11 Chapters. In the firft he Lets forth, that the IdandAtlan- 
tica was neither feign’d by Plato, nor that i t was America , 
nor Africa ^ nor the Canary ljlands, nor that it was drown’d 
in the Sea, as many have thought, but that it’s Sweden it- 
felt 3 which tho he conceives to have already made forth 
by more than a hundred dihind figns or marks, not fo fit¬ 
ly applicable to any part of the World whatfoever as to 
Sweden 3 yet forafmuch asbefide the things already alledg’d 
by him, there are found many things in the Writings of 
the Ancients, both of his own Country and Foreigners, 
hid under the Veils of their Learned Fables, which make 
greatly for the Illuftration of this Argument, and for which 
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there was no room in his firft part, he has thought it fit 
and neceffary to add fomewhat of thefe here 5 premising 
fbme things concerning the genuine way of drawing Truth 
from : the Fables of the Ancients. W herefore in his fecond 
Chapter he fpeaks of the Poetical Elogies of theAntient Po¬ 
ets, of the difficult explication of them, and of the genuine 
ways of explicating them. Firft then he fays it s generally 
known it was a thing common!y in- ufe among the Ancient 
Writers, to explain, in a Poetical way, the origine of the 
World, the-Deluge, the more famous changes of things is 
the World, Wars, Marriages, and other affairs of great 
moment: And this,‘ that thefe things might be read with 
the greater pleafure; and flick more tenacioufly in the Rea¬ 
ders Memories: he quotes many places of the Ancients abet¬ 
ting this pclition, and afcribing the Origine of Fables to 
the Thracians, - and -Samothracinns: _ He rays that Orpheus, 
who was-affda Thracian,‘ divulg’d*the fame Fables to the 
Mgyptiansi Greek*, and others 5 and that, in his Argonau- 
titks , he profeffcs himfelf to have learnt thefe things from 
the re mote ft Northern parts: But that after the Try an War 
five Learned World began to be fo blind in the fearch and 
diligent examinationof this kind of Writing, that Learned 
Mrii; ftudiousof-thefematters; have been driverrinto vari¬ 
ous -add very contrary fentiments; Some, whatfoever they 
found in the Fables oHhe Antients, • thought ought to be 
drawn to the Sun, Moon, Stars, Miher. , Sea, and the like. 
Others thought the Mahers, VirtUes,_ and Vices of Men 
were delineated after that manner. Huetiu* thought moft 
part 5f the JewiJh affairs were comprehended in thofe Fa¬ 
bles, and therefore he. judg’d, in the Writings of the 
Poets, he could fee the Shadows; or Images of the things 
done by Mofes, the Patriarchs, and Prophets. After him 
Jacobus Hugo thought the Fables of the Antients were to be*- 
appiy’d to the affairs of our Saviour CKriJl ,and the Apo- 
files, and thought it not abfurd to give Chrifi the Names of* 
Her culet. Mercury, Apollo, and Jafon y to the Virgtn Mary s 
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the'Names Maja, Alcmena f Vems. The Name of SLnaat 
to Peter, of Pollux to Paul, and other Names qf -.Pagan 
Deities to others of the Apoftles. But, fays our Author, 
It is nothere the:bufinefs, whether any man may efface, 
or give to another a foreign Name, when both have the 
lame Virtue and Fortunate Succefs: But the point of the 
matter lyes in the true Country of the Gods, that is, of the 
firft Kings of the North, and their paffing thence into the 
reft of the World, and in the fearch of the true Origine of 
their Names 3 which he conceives fairly to have made ap* 
pear to be Gothic^. And he gives what follows, as a more 
fafe Guide to all Searchers into Antiquities. 

1. That a man renders that Tongue familiar to him, in 
which are comprehended the things done by the Heroes, 
Kings or People to be defcrib’d: for fince each man has got 
his firft Titles or Praifes in his Country Language, when 
thefe are brought to Foreigners, unlefs they are accurately 
underftood, they will precipitate men, how learned foever 
otherwife, into moft grofs errors. Of this he gives an In- 
ftance in the word Jupiter , whofe force and fignification 
being underftood by few Greek, and Latin Writers, they 
interpreted it various ways 3 whereas it’s only their 
Country that has retain’d this word as a Regal Title, from 
the moft remote memory of their Ancestors, the Gothick 
word being Jofur, Jo denoting the Earth, and Fur, or Fa* 
dur , Father, Prince, or King. 

2. That a man read with diligence and accuracy all Au¬ 
thors that are to be gotten, and compare them together. 

3. That he faithfully and foberly infped the Argument 
itfelf, it having been ufual with the Poets to fport them- 
felves with divers Significations of the fame Word, as the 
nature of the Argument required, of which he gives fome 
Inftanees. 

In his third Chapter he treats of the Fables of the Scalds , 
that is, of their Poets, which, together with their Gods, 
that is, with their Kings, paft to the Greeks, Mgyptians, 
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tybpufs^ -AjffHcfa -Tp mafce wttbivlfe.felJs us of a great 
familiarity there‘.wa$ betwixt Aharis the &ytkian r and Py¬ 
thagoras j that the former made a Voyage from the utmoft 
parts of the North to the latter, and taught him many Ar¬ 
cana, many things alfo'concerning the Superftition and Sa¬ 
crifices qf the Hyperboreans , and concerning the Origin and 
Genealogy of their, Gods. And fays'that Pythagorut, Ho¬ 
mer, Hefiod arid others of theGrar^r had vifited the re¬ 
mote Northern parts. And as neither the Gods, nor the 
Names of the Gods, nor the Fables concerning them, be¬ 
long to the Creek $ as the firft Authors and Inventers of 
them, but that all thefe, by the Confeffion of the Greeks 
themfelves, came from the Barbarians , or Hyperboreans , to 
them, and other Nations. 

So he here exftra&s a good part of the Fables from the 
Scalds and other Northern Monuments, and (hews what 
anfwers to them in the fabulous Hiftory of the Greeks 5 
and having laid before us 7$ Fables fo extracted, he con¬ 
cludes, as even Foreigners have done, that whatfoever 
there has been of Philofophy among the Europeans, AJia- 
ticks and JEgyptians has flowed from the ancient Hyperbore¬ 
ans. And that the Names of the Gods and Goddefies and 
their Worth ip came from them to the Greeks , and from 
thence to the Romans. And he challenges the whole 
World to contend with them, concerning the Atlantiok 
Jjland on thefe conditions. 

1. That they (hew a like connexion of their Fables with 
the Grecians, as he has here (hewn of the Northern. 

2. That they as fairly bring for themfelves a moft clear 
Confeflion of the Greeks, as he has done for the Hyperbo¬ 
reans , in this cafe: Which he thinks it impoflible for them 
to do, all Nature, a good part of which is (hadowed forth 
by thofe Fables, being 3gainft them, and forcing them to 
yield the point to the North , for which he gives feveral 
convincing proof:. 
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Iti his fourth Chapter he brings fome new fuffrages of 
ifae Scaldt unexplain’d before, ana alfo of Greek and Latin 
Writers, in this cafe. And after having given us many 
quotations, he tells us that a certain over-great admiration 
of the Southern World, grown up in progrefs pf time, 
thro an oblivion or hatred of the Northern affairs, had led 
manj Men into Errors, from the true Senfe of the moft 
Antient Writers, .^ofeWord^neyexth^efs. thef had pre¬ 
serv'd Religioufly enough- 

in his fifth Chapter, which is large enough lc* mike a 
good Volume ofitfelf, he treats of the Hdiolatria, or 5 ««- 
rvorjhip among the Atlantiquei, and of its firft Origin 3 and 
afterwards of its propagation thro* Europe ; JJta ai d Africa. 
He fays a Man would hardly think, that all Mankind bring 
deftroy’d after fo wonderful a manner* by a Deluge, fa ring 
Noah and his Family, his Pofterity carting off all tear o. a 
Deity, fhouldfo eafily fall into Idolatry, and that within 
an Age or two after the. Flood. But he notes, that as they 
are Vulgar, however they know the King (whom they 
feldom or never fee) is to be .paid the greateit Honour, yet 
they are mov’d much more,powerfully at the light of his 
Deputies, Collectors, and other Officers, who are al¬ 
ways prelent to them, whom they court with Words, Ge- 
ftures and Prefents,as expe&ing from them a prefent Good or 
Evil: So t.he Sons of Noah being .depriv’d of the Sight and 
Speech of the Eternal Deity, ftuck not to fall into an 
Admiration and Wotfbip of things made by him, efpecial- 
ly of the Sun, Moon and Earth, which they found to be 
the Fountains of Light, Heat, and all things neceffary for 
the prefervation of the Life,of Men and Animals 5 mean 
while the Veneration of the true Deity vanitht. Now, he 
lays, tbofe w,ho were fo feated to the Sun, that they were 
forc’d to be without him yearly for entire Months, and 
who, inrtead of Light and Heat were forc’d to receive 
Darknefs, Cold and Ice, fo that neither Earth nor Sea were 
able to produce any thing for the ufe of Men or Animals : 
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Thefe perfons doubtlefs learnt moft earneftly to delire the 
benefits of the'Sun and the Earth, and to have the Authors 
of thefe benefits in a greater efteem and honour, than thofe 
to whom the Sun is always equally prefent, and the Earth 
always produces Fruits; as it is with the more Southerly 
Inhabitants, who are obferv’d not to have made fo great 
an account of the Sun, or of any of the Gods.’] 

He proceeds next to fet forth in order the various names 
of the Sun, fhewing that the Names he has among the 
Greeks, Latins* and other Nations, have their origin 
from the Gothick Language. Then he tells us of the time 
of the -year formerly famous among them for the Feaft of 
the Sun, of their publick mourning at the Sun’s departure, 
of their publick rejoycings at his return, of the motion of 
the Sun being lhadowed forth by Fables, of the Sacrifices, 
and finally, of the palling of thefe Sacred Rites to Foreign 
Nations. To determine rightly concerning the time of the 
year for the Feaft of the Sun, he fays, we muft firft know 
in what part of World the Sun-worlhip began, and then 
what part of Sweden their Anceftors firft took to Inhabit : 
and here he obferves, that after the Cpnfufion of Babel , 
Men being difappointed of fecuring themfelves from ano¬ 
ther Deluge, by their Intended Tower, many of them be 
took themfelves to Mountains, and confequently to the 
North, where they had not only a fecure habitation on 
Mountains, but had likewife the conveniencies of purfuing 
Game by Land, and of Filhing $ the Northern part, a& be¬ 
ing the higheft, firft growing dry after the Flood, and firft 
generating Animals. And he affirms Scythia to be fo far 
higher than all other Lands, that all the Rivers there riling 
run into the M<eotk, Pontus Euxinus and the /Egyptian Sea : 
And he confidently affirms that the Rivers Tanais and Volga 
were adventur’d on by their Anceftors, it being certain 
they went to the Greeks , Armenians , Perjians and Indians 
by thofe Rivers 5 and that before this going and returning, 
according to their Hiftorians, from the Sources of Tanais 
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and Volga they eame to the Finland Coaft, and having 
made a circuit about thole Illy Shoars of Finland, they 
made a defcent upon the Land itfelfj and ftopt not till they* 
polfeft themfeives of the higheft Mountains of that Country. 
He adds, that all the Fables of their Anceftors concerning' 
their Gods, that i*, concerning the Sun, Moon, Earth , Sa- 
turn, Jupiter, Mercury , and others of their Kings, or of 
the moft famops Mountains, to which the Names of their 
Kings formerly Inhabiting them are deft, readily evince 
that the firft and moft ancient Seatsof their Anceftors which 
came thither, were in the Trad'and Mountains beyond the 
Torondjtj. And the precipitation of the Sun and Moon in¬ 
to Bridanus ( which he Interprets the Baltic^J Celebrated' 
by fo many Writers, and almoft all the Poets, can agree to 
no place but thefe very Mountains, and confequently it 
affigns fo certainly and firmly to their Anceftors, the Au¬ 
thors of this Fable, their Seats in thofe Mountains, that 
this reafon alone is convincing with him. To which if 
we joyn the Teftimony of the Runick Calender ■, cut on 
Sticks, it will appear that this very Calender was firft In¬ 
vented, and began to be cut in thofe places, fince in Up¬ 
land, and the lower parts of their Country fuch a thing 
could not be excogitated with due fuccefs. And as to thefe 
Calenders , they lye under a miftake who have afcrib’d the 
Invention of them to the Danes, and Southern Swedes, 
which he affirms to be dut to the Cimmerians, the moft 
Northerly Nation of Sweden, from whom theSUn is taken 
away in the Winter time for 40 days together. In giving 
an account of the form of the Runic Calenders, he pre- 
fonts us with many Cuts of them, which in a Scheme hc 
compares with the Calenders, and accounts of Times, of 
the Romans, Greeks, hEgyptians , and others, in which heis 
very large 3 and thinks Tie has found out, from the motions 
of the Sun and Moon, the age and firft origine of the Ru¬ 
nic Fajis; and fo not only the firft time of the North s be¬ 
ing inhabited, but likewife the day that Mundiljarus began 
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to obferve the defcent of the Sun and Moon into the Bd~ 

tick Sex : And confidering that the Phoenician!, Greeks* 
Per funs, Latins, and the Goths that liv’d out of their 
Country, as well as their Anceftors, us’d Letters for Mem¬ 
bers, he thinks it is moft evident that their Runes were 
more ancient than the Letters of all the others 5 and fays 
he has moft clearly made out that their moft ancient Runic 
Monuments are of 4000 years handing, viz. that they were 
fet up and cut with Letters the in 17 hundredth Century 
after the Creation : Which if it will hold good, we may 
note, that this comes very near to the time of the Flood, ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrew Chronology, which the Author fol¬ 
lows, and utterly reftlfes the Septuagint Chronology, as to 
Epochas of the Creation, and Deluge. He obferves that 
Noah liv’d 350 years after the Flood, Gen. 9. 28. that is, to 
the year of the World 2006. The Deluge happen'd 1656 
years after the Creation y and fo he fays he finds that Noah 
dyed a whole Age after the Lunar Circle was cut in the 
Runick Fafis , and two Ages after the fame Fajls were com¬ 
pos’d by King Atlas, according to the motion of the Sun : 
And fays the Atlantick Fajls were carried by Hercules into 
JFgypt, and by Saturn into Tufcany, about the fame time. 

He tells us. That, according to the opinion of their An¬ 
ceftors, Ice or Ifen gave a rife not only to the Earth, but 
likewife to all Terreftrial and Celeftial Bodies whatfoever* 
and therefore.their Writers call’d the Goddefs Difa, alfo 
Jis, and Ifa ; whence the Mgyptians got their Name of Ifis. 

He fays, Their Anceftors gave the Names of their Gods 
to the 7 days of the week : To their firft day, from their 
God Logins , that is five, they gave the name of Logedag,or 
Loje-dag, as it were, the Day of Five $ Logins being one of 
the names of Saturn 5 and in this refpeft this God is to be 
accounted the Father of Time, and of all things. To the 
three following days, they have given the names of the 
three moft famous Bodies of the whole Univerfe, hecaufe 
they favr the Safe, Increafe, Life aud Motion of all Terre- 
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ft rial Bodies to depend of them: and therefore they call’d 
the fecond day of the week Sondagh, the third Mondagh , 
the fourth Tifdagh , the day of Difa, or the Earth# As for 
the reft of the days, they call’d them by the namesof their 
three greateft Heroes: The fifth day of the week, Odenf- 
dagh , from Odinus, or Atin jkt, the Deity of War both by 
Land and Sea 3 that is, performing the parts both of Her¬ 
cules and Neptune: The fixth Torfdagh t from Thorus , or 
Jupiter , the chief Judge and Lord of the Earth: The fe* 
Venth Fredag, from Freta, the Wife of Jupiter , not only 
the Goddefs of Wedlock, but likewise Queen of the 
Northern Amazones , under whole conduct and example 
they learnt to handle both DiftafFand Arms. 

The word June, he fays, in their Language, fignifies a 
Whole, or round thing, and that from thence the June 
Feafl is fo call’d, becaufe it follows the converfion and 
return of the Sun to their Anceftors, having been lome 
time abfent from them. And he gives an account of the 
Sports us’d at that Feaft, much anfwering to ours at 
Chriftmas 3 and of the Sacrifices then us’d : And fhews 
that many of the Poets Fables are in their nature fuch, 
that they cannot be apply’d with the like fuccefs to any 
foreign Kings, Commanders, Places, or Heaven. He ob- 
ferves, as often as Learned men have aliened Ofirk to 
be the Suii, they made his Country without all hefitation 
to be the North, fince they could not get the fi&ion con¬ 
cerning the Sun’s Country, but from the North itfelf: 
for fince the Sun is not on the Earth, whatfoever is read 
concerning his Country on the Earth, muft be referr’d 
to certain fights or afpe&s of him, as alfo to the kinds or 
points of his riling or letting in the Horizon, inhabited 
by this or that Nation 5 and fo in this refped the North 
was laid to be the Country of the Sun, becaule there he 
feem’d to have found feme reft or refrelhment from his 
labours. And be fays many Fables for thele caufes are 
not only explain’d unfuccefsluliy, nay, ridicnloufly and 
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ufelefsly, as many learned men confefs 5 but alfo have lain 
negle&ed even to this day, for about 40 Ages. To wit, 
No Man has took upon him narrowly to infped Nature it- 
felf, the North, the Poems of the Scalds , the'afpefr of 
the Sun and Moon in thofe Northern places, or the won¬ 
derful turns and changes of the Earth, Sea, Heavens, and 
Seafons there, wholly unknown to India, /Egypt and 
Africa. Therefore he here takes upon him t® prove that 
all Fables of this kind were invented to reprefent the 
motion of the Sun in thefe places, and afterwards carried 
to /Egypt, and withal to draw forth their genuine fenfe. 
both from Nature, and the proofs of the Learned. He 
tells us from Herodotus, the Greeks were commanded by 
the Oracle of Dodona to preferve religioufly all the vari¬ 
ous names of the Gods, brought to them by the Hyperbo¬ 
reans , nor was it any way lawful for them to change 
fuch for Greek Names. And here, as well as generally 
throughout his Book, he makes out from the Etymology 
of the Names of the Gods, Heroes and other things rela¬ 
ting to them, that they generally own a Gothic\ Original. 
And fays the defign of their Poets fee ms as learned as 
elegant, who, feeing the Nature, Names and Number of 
Perfons to agree with the Names and Number of Things 
themfelves, that thefe ought to be fo joyn’d and fitted 
together, that they might feem to agree together alfo in 
their very Names, of which he gives fome Inftances. 

For rightly underftanding the fenfe of their Fables, he 
fays, we muft confider it was ufual with the Scalds to notifie 
one and thedame God, or King, with many Names in the 
fame Fable,which Names neverthelefs may be reftrain’d by 
fome common fign to feme one perfon. Secondly, We 
muft know and hold in general,'hat there are three mighty 
Bodies in the World, which were chiefly heeded to by 
fabulous Antiquity, employ’d in Inventions or Fid ions, 
viz,, the Earth, Moon and Sun $ and that nothing more 
ftrongly vindicates the Invention of thefe Fables to the 
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North, than their primary and only end, which is nought 
but to tbadow forth the prefence, abfence, rifing and 
fetting of the Sun and Moon, as they happen in the 
Northern parts 5 where one while thefe two Planets feem 
to arife and begin their courfe, and labours from the 
Mountains and Woods, another while to return, and 
hide themfelves in the fame places, as it were, for fleep 
and reft. Tho it has feemed good to fome Northern Po¬ 
ets, to delineate that great and Winter fetting of the Sun, 
by his defcent into, or drowning in Erida/nus, and to 
joyn the mourning and forrow of the Cods with that 
misfortune. 

The Fable of Deucalion and Pjrrha , he fays, is owing to 
their Anceftorsy as the confeffion of Foreigners, who call 
Deucalion a Scythian , and alfo the nature and origines of 
the Names, in the Gothich, Daffkallens ocb Burras make 
manifeft. Daw, or Daff, in that Tongue fignifying moift, 
dewy, watery 5 and a man; fo that Daffkale, Deu¬ 
calion denotes an Aquatick man, or a man concern’d in 
Waters, or a Deluge : And fo Pyrrha defeends from the 
Gothicl (word Burra, or Byra , that is, the Mother of many 
Children* And he fays Writers generally own that in thefe 
Fables Noah and his Wife are fhadowed forth 5 and that 
the Scalds call the fame not only Daffkalle, Deucalion, but 
alio Berghtelmr, Bure , Man, Thor, Jofur , and by other 
names. Upon the whole, he applys this whole ftory to 
the Sun and Moon, their Couching in the Sea, and their 
return again. 

In giving the Etymology of the word Proferpina, he 
fays, it was ufual with their Scalds, in framing or 
compoiing Names, ro ufe words that have more than one 
fignification, tho making fomc way to the thing 5 and that 
chiefly for this reafon, that in one Name a wholcSentence, 
in a manner, might be feenand read. 

He (hews, that, as the Sun in the Ancient Fables was 
fhadowed forth under feveral names 5 fo, among others, 
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in the Scalds, and their Hiftorks he was fhadowed forth by 
Fogelen Banin, that is, the Bird Banina : And that when 
this Fable came to the Greeks, of the name Banina they 
made Phoenix, concerning the Age of which there is a ge¬ 
neral contention. Pliny counts 660 years for the (pace of 
his life, fometimes 640, fometimes 360. Ovid and Herodo¬ 
tus $c© years, La&antius 1000, Sobinus 540, Vojfius from 
Tacitus 1461, Johnfionus from Albert us. 350, Sal mafias 300, 
Tzetzes computes 7006 days for his age. But a Scald, a 
Poet of theirs, defines the age ©f the Bird Fanina, or the 
Phcenix , to be 3 o days 5 and Furi a Scald makes three 
differing fpaces of his life, one of 300 years, another of 
1461* another of 6540 : the years here being to be taken 
for days, after the moft ancient Cuftom. And whereas the 
firft Age of the Phcenix is (aid to be 300 days, and 
that he lyes hid as dead 6 5 days, this denotes that the 
Sun is feen each year by the Cimmerians, at 69 degrees 
latitude, 300 days, and that he is wanting 6 5 days. 
The 2d way computes 1461 years, or rather days, which 
rauft be thus underftood j the Sun not clearly returning each 
year to the fame point of Time, or of the Heavens, and 
flower than expe&ed from the Eaft, they found it neceffary 
to gather one day from thofe little parts of Time, and to 
add it to each fourth year, which they call the Leap-year, 
explicating this little ftay, in the Fable, by fomewhatm 
larger death of the Phcenix, ora more flow than fit genera¬ 
tion of the Vermicle from the Afbes. For a clearer 
proof of this,. 365 days 4 times numbred, make 1460, to 
which if you add that one day inferted, the whole will be 
1461. The third way giving 40 days to the Age of the 
Phcenix , depends on this 5 that they faw the Sun return-to 
himfelf various days and hours of the increafing or decrea* 
fing Moon, till 19 years had paft, which being over, the 
points of riling and fetting return’d to their former moments 
of 5 hence therefore, that is, from 365 days nineteen 
times repeated, and gatner’d into one futnm, and alfo the 
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five dies Intercalares, or Inferred days ( for fo many in a 
manner ought to be numbred within the fpace of time ) 
being added to that fumm, a certain new fpace of Life, 
•viz. of 6940 days arifes to the Phoenix, in this Fable of our 
Anceftors. And he does not wonder that other Writers 
have generally err’d from this true account of time, becaufe 
they feem neither to have known the Fable itfelf, nor the ac¬ 
count of years whence this Age of the Phcenix is manifefted. 

He fays, it has always been accounted a thing very agrees 
able to the purpofe of the Scalds and Poets, in their Fi&ions, 
to compofe of the parts of feveral Bodies, thofe things 
whole Attributes, or Offices they faw differing : Therefore 
they made a Plough-man with a Man's Head and an Ox’s 
Body, becaufe in Ploughing a Man drove an Ox before the 
Plough-(hare : And compofed a Horfeman of a Horfe and 
a Man, and a Seaman of a Man and a Fi(h 5 that we may 
know him to' be a guider of an Horfe in the Field,this of and 
a Ship in the Sea. As therefore they made Neptune of a Man 
and a Fifh, fo they did Jupiter , the Father of the Earth or 
■Country, of a Man and an Ox, as a good Plough-man 5 
and Mars, of a Man and a Horfe : And wholly the fame 
way is kept in forming the Images of the Coeleftial Bodies, 
to whofe both motion and nature the Authors of Fables 
mod diligently attended. And the Art and Induftry of the 
Scalds (hews itfelf particularly in this, that they undertook 
fo to compofe and adjuft the Lives and famous Acts of their 
Heroes , with the Nature, Virtues and Motion of the Cce- 
leftial and Terreftial Bodies 5 that on a due application, we 
may be no lefs able thence to learn the Genuine Nature and 
difpofition of thefe, than the Hiftoryof thofe : All Learn¬ 
ing, according to the way of thofe times, for certain rea- 
Tons, feeming to have been involv’d in Fables. 
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T He fixth Chapter treats concerning the Northern Geo- 
latria , or Earth>tcorJhip, diffus’d in procefs of time, 
thro’ the reft of Europe , Afta and Africa. Here the Author 
tells, that as the Sun-worfeip had its firft rife in the Nor¬ 
thern parts, fo had likewife that of the Earth, which he 
here makes forth at large, and fays, as to the Names of 
the Earth, that as the Greeks and Latins own the Worth ip 
of the Earth to have been brought to than from Foreign 
parts, fo alfo they admired various names of the fame, as 
barbarous and foreign to their Tongues. To pafs by, that 
as often as Learned Men have endeavour’d to draw fudi 
names from the Latin , Greek , ^Egyptian, or other Latir 
guages; they have wholly loft their Labours $ the chief 
name given the Earth, he takes to be Ida, or Eida, which 
in the Ancient Gothick fignifies Mother, and this not only 
for that it’s fo us’d, but in the thing itfelf,it being deduded 
from Idug, diligent and laborious as Mothers ought to be^ 
and as we call in the Modern Gothick , a Mother Moder r 
from Moda Toil and Labour, which it’s manifeft do notfo 
much follow the Office of a Mother, as fulfil it. He fays 
alfo, that from Ida, or the Goddefs Iduna, the Mountain 
Ida had its name, and not the Goddefs from the Moun¬ 
tain, as fome have thought 3 for Mountains, .Cities or o- 
ther places could not get their names but from Gods and 
Goddefljes 5 at leaftvvife we may not think or conclude any 
thing concerning certain namei of Mountains before Gods 
or Men. If any fay that many men have got their Names 
from their Sears or Places of Abode, and confequently of¬ 
ten from Mountains 5 yet nothing hinders but the Names 
of fuch Places, Mountains or Seats were taken from other 
Men, viz,, the firft, or the Inventors of Names, and from 
the Inhabitants or Ppffefibrs of Places. And next, the Au¬ 
thor proceeds to give Etymologies of other Names given 
K. k kkkkkkkkkk tbs 
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tlie Earth : He fays, it Teems incredible and abfurd to many 
that Hefiod, Homer and Orpheus were ever To diligent, faith¬ 
ful and fortunate fearchers into the Affairs .that were ei¬ 
ther tranfaded, or recorded in Writings in the North, or 
that in their Writings they fet upon the Hiftory or 
Expofirion of things To remote: Therefore he takes 
upon him here to (hew what the moft ancient of the 
Greek, and Latin Writers- have certify’d concerning 
tbefe very Poets, and whence men To famous through¬ 
out the World drew” their rife: And proves by the 
Teftimony of Saidas and Others, that Linus, Orpheus, Her 
pod and Homer defcended from the Hyperboreans. And, 
he fays, that even to this day, among the mod Northerly 
Inhabitants, among which he counts the IJlanders, the 
love, ftudy and care of preferving the Books of their An¬ 
cient Genealogies, and the Monuments left them by their 
Anceftors, is fo great, that its eafily feen they prefer them 
before .Silver and Gold. No wonder then if i he Poets be¬ 
fore mention’d labour’d to propagate to Porterity .the. names 
of their famous men of ancient Ages, 

He tells us, their Ancertors-thought Zee, or Si fen, to be 
the firft Matter of all things, or, if you had rather, the 
principle, or firft baft of them 3 which having a deadnefs 
of itfelf, the Fire, moving and agitating all things by its 
force, frees it from its dead fort of State, and having di¬ 
vided it into moft minute Particles, compofes and fets it in 
order again after various ways: And he conceives they 
were led into this opinion from their general cuftom of 
beginning the year in the Winter 3 at which time the Sun 
and Moon pafling under the Horizon, and darknefs prevail¬ 
ing, whatfoever was there Watery was turn’d into Ice 3 
the Earth being cover’d with [ce, became as hard as flocks 3 
the Reptiles, Infe&s, and a good part of the little Birds 
lay benumm’d with Cold in their Nefts or Caves, the other 
Birds dew away to other Countries 3 and, in fhort a all the 
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Plants in general were wholly overwhelm’d with Ice and 
Snow 5 and therefore they judg’d this fo general a reft of 
all things very much to refemble, not only Death,, but 
even Nothing, itfelf : For whacfoever is void of Motion in 
thefe Earthly things, can neither change itfelf, nor pro¬ 
duce any other thing. Therefore they made Ice, by which 
they faw the Earth and Waters converted into, mod: hard 
and immovable Rocks, and all the warmth of the Air, 
and the life of the reft of things to be extinguifnt and de- 
firoy’d,as the Mother, Matter, and Firft Principle in proda- 
cihg all things. And when upon the Sun’s return they faw 
the Ice, how hard foever, to be melted and refoiv’d into 
Water by the force of Heat,they looktupon Heat, as a Prin¬ 
ciple endued with a great power of afting and moving, 
( but foreign, and coming from the-Sou them World to the 
North) becaufe being joyn’d with Ice, their Northern 
and Doraeftick Principle, it produc’d Water, which, after 
this manner,, they not unfitly call’d, the Daughter of 
Ice. Again, as Water, whether it Row’d over the-Earth, 
or ftagnated, -or were kept in a Veffel, always depos’d forae 
thin or grofs Mud to the bottom, fo they call’d Earth the 
Daughter of Water : And feeing Plants and Fruits to 
grow from Earth a little dry’d, they call'd thefe the 
Daughters and OftTpring of the Earth, and affign’d other 
rifes to other things. Now he fays the Southern World 
could not pretend from their own Invention, to excogitate 
fuch a rife of things, they having no ground in Nature 
for it, but had it from the North, it being teftjfied not 
only by their Scalds, but likewife by other Writers, that 
whatfoever Orpheus, Hejiod and Bower fay concerning'the 
cr-gine 'of the Gods, they had it thence : He advifes us 
alfo to note, that men ftudious of Natural Knowledge and 
Aftronomy began to be call’d by the names of thofe things 
whofe Nature, Motion, or Powers they fearcht into 5 
wholly after the fame manner as Mundilfimis was Paid to 
&kkkkk 2 be 
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be the Father of the Sun and Moon 5 a name compounded 
from Mond the Moon, Ell the Sun* and Far Father, he 
being a famous Aftronomer. 

He tell us, that Norland -Fowlers, feeing flocks of Birds 
coming to them yearly from .tinland and Mufcovy , make a 
great gain of them: for above 600 Gait-loads of Birds 
then taken and kill’d, are wont to be fent from Norland 
into Sweden in the Winter, nay, to the foie Metropolis of 
Sweden , Stockholm : At which time their Flcftl becomes fo 
hard, that they receive no taint from the Putrefaction for 
two or three months, whereas at other times they can 
fearce be kept two or three days from flunking. As to 
the flying away of thofe Birds, they are wont to begin 
their flight in the months of September and October, for 
the moft part without danger : But if they chance to de¬ 
lay it till November or December it’s often difturb’d @nd 
interrupted, not only by the fhortnefs of the Day-light, 
but likewife with moll thick Fogs riling from the Bdltick : 
For, falling into Darknefs and Fogs in their flight, they 
firft lofe their way, and at length, being tir’d with conti¬ 
nual flying, they fail into the Waters, their Bodies being 
found in heaps, driven to the Shores. 

Speaking of Ifis, or lo, he fays their Anceftors call’d the 
Earth a Cow, and made its Images in the form of a Cow, 
becaufe, as among Animals, the Cow alone fupplys Milk in 
a due quantity for humane ufes, fo the watery part of the 
Terreftrial Globe ferves moft of all for the production of 
all things* and fo from this Northern Cuflom and Wor- 
fhip of Ifis the /Egyptians learnt to Worfhip Ifis, or Jo, 
and to look upon Cows as facred. 

He fays, that tho the firft Author of Earth-worfiip gave 
the Earth feveral Names and Titles, as of Io, Troia, Frig - 
ga, Ifis , Terra , Ceres, and many others, yet the Name of 
Mia, Diana, or Difa, which fignifies a Nurfe, was the 
moft common and foiemn name of all, given her becaufe 
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Che (ervetfor feeding and nourifhing Mankind : And (ays 
their Goddefs Difa, ot whom lib has given Cuts, was 
reprefented with a Net about her, to intimate the Inven¬ 
tion of Fiftting and Fowling, which have greatly contri- 
buted to Man’s fubfiftance. And in reference to Fowling 
he fays. It’s very well -known that no where better Haw\t 
or Falcons are to be had, than in the molt Northerly 
parts of Sweden, Norway, JJland , and Mufcovy' y whence 
they are wont to be carried to the Rings and Princes of 
the Southern World, viz. of France, Germany, England, 
Spain, and even to the /Egyptian, Per/ian, and Indian Rings 
and Rulers. 

He tells us, their Anceftors held the Immortality of the 
Soul, and that in their Monumental Infcriptions they 
were wont to pray toGod, Thorns, Qdiquf ', Ifit, Ida, or 
other Deities, to preferve the Souls of the dead,, and 
this long before Chriftianity was introduc’d among 
them* 

He tells ns of wonderful performances, - laid to have 
been wrought by the means of their Scipia Runicufj or 
Runjlaff, being anointed with a certain Magical Oint¬ 
ment, Vz. of Men’s flying in the Air on it, and the 
like. And fays a more conftant fame of nothing has rer* 
main’d in their Country from the remoteft times of Paga- 
nifra, than of fuch flights in the Air 5 and that nothing 
is more readily believed, than that the prefent Laplanders 
who continue ftill in- Paganifm, ufe the fame kind of 
flights now: And that beflde Runjlaffs, Sticks; Poles, 
Calves, Horfes, Dogs, and other living Creatures, anoint¬ 
ed with the fame kind of Ointment, were thought to be 
able to carry their Riders to places defign’d. And thefe 
things were wont to be afcTib’d to Diana, or Dlfd, as the 
firft Inventrcfs of them. 

He tells us, they afcribe the Origine of their Letters to 
Ms, and fays their Scalds call’d the firft Letter Ifen+ that. 
■ is 
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is Ice, ■ the Foreigners I/s. For when the Earth, the 
Niece of Ice, or I/s, after (he began to be call’d and wor- 
(hipp’d with the Names of her Grandmother, viz. I/s, 
and aUbJO^r,: Dte, and Diana, thendikewife wasabfcrib’d 
to her that obfervation, by which the firft forms of Ice 
upon freezing were dilcover’d, after-the manner of which 
fhe afterward began to draw Letters. Now Water upon 
freezing into Ice, firft difcovers a certain ftraight line, af¬ 
ter the Imitation of which the Letter £ I 3 is form’d, with 
one iingle.ftroke, which they call Is, I/s 5 afterwards, at 
the tides of this ftraight line, on both parts, there come 
tranfverfe Icy lines, which they call Kna, Knees , and 
from which Pattern Dtfa began to form all Runick Let¬ 
ters whatfoever, as being compos’d of meer ftraight and 
tranfverfe lines, viz., of Is and Kna, that is, I/s or Ice , 
and Kite. 

He fays, the Tympanum of the Mother of the Gods, fo 
much Celebrated by Greek and Latin Writers, tho ex¬ 
plain’d by none of them, as it ought, was noching but a 
Copy of the Lapland Tympanum, convey’d to foreign parts 
by Difa, I/s,, Id<ea, or Diana, whofe Ring and Hammer 
were feme time found in the Left Hand of the Figure of 
I/s at Rome, the Tympanum itfelf being over the Head of 
the Goddefs, and there being marks under her Feet like to 
thofe that are feen. in the Lapland Drums . The I.Egyptians 
I/s alfo, according to a Cut given of her by Rignorius, 
holds this Ring and Hammer in her Left Hand. And the 
Mother of the Gods (as Dn Choul has (et her forth ) . han¬ 
dles a Tympanum. And lie thinks he has given much 
light to the Tympanum oiCybele, trom that ftrange Snperfti- 
tion'of their Anceftors, which reigns ftill in fame parts of 
Lapland t, . and lays in his Chronology, he % ill. make ou c 
that the Daughter of Inachus going into Hgypt a 
little before the tirtte of 'Mofes, taught the Miyptians 
Incantations,, and .withal fhew’d rhem that infamous abufe 
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of the We^ogl/plica! Mark/, with which Artsthe /Egyptian 
Magi afterwards comended with Mofes before Pharaoh $ 
thohe does not think; that all the Goths < were given to 
thofe Arts* tbrthat the-Teftimonies of Hiftories, theSWdr, 
and of Snorro himfelf, free the raoft valiant of the Got hr 
from that Infamy , thofe Arts being beneath their Valour 
and Dignity, and feem’d much to prejudice the Fame 
and Renown* due M valiant Men, and therefore great 
punifhments were infli&ed on, Men, given to fuch Arts;, by 
Magnanimous Kings. 

He fays that their Anceftors were fully perfwaded that 
the Waters proceeded from Ice, die Earth from the 
Waters (as is intimated before) and the ,Sun and Moon 
from the Earthand Waters, .and confequentjy, that thefe 
two Planets were OfF-fpringsof the Sea and Earth'} and 
for confirmation of this matter they laid down thefe four 
Pofitions; That the Sun and Moon in the produdtion of 
this Univerfe, were pofterior to the Earth 5 that in the 
remoteft part North, dark for many months, firft the 
Moon, and afterwards the Sun emerg’d from Evidanus/, 
That fometimes difplaying .their Rays among the Clouds 
to the furface of the Sea and Earth, which Rays are con¬ 
spicuous enough in a foggy Air, they were faid by their 
vulgar to take their Food from the Sea and Earth : And 
laftly. That according to the- common opinion of the 
Antients, thofe two Planets lare faid to have been car¬ 
ried in Ships- Now, hie fays, the Greek/ , Latins and 
Mgyptiam delivered indeed fuchlike things, but without 
a rcafon} nor could they be look’d upon as the Inventers 
of fuch OpiMons} for the Sun and Moon never fo receded 
from therm that they mightTeem to be reborn, or to 
emerge from the 'ea at iome place, after an Interval of 
time, to thejr.admiration, which is the aioft fertile Mo¬ 
ther of Judgments and Opinions, 
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He tells os, as the Prkfts of the Earth were bound 
to caftrate -themfelves with Knives of Stone or Flint, in 
honour of the Suns palling under the Earth, and having 
depos'd his Power of'generating in the North, lo they 
were bound to cot their Hair and (have themfelves in 
honour of the Earth, be it of Flowers, Leaves and the 
reft of its Ornaments : And tho’ the Chaldeans, Greeks 
and JEgyptians obferv’d the lame Rites, yet the Priefts 
themfelves, to whom the care of thefe Sacred Myfteries 
were committed, fcarce underftood what they meant, 
andfo they own’d them to be rather Foreign than Do- 
meftick Rites. 

He fays, they have a Fable which tells us, the Deity 
of the Earth wafties herfelf in the River Atmon , on the 
6 th of the Calends of April $ for at that time their Earth 
throughout fwims, as it were, with Floods, which the 
Snow melted by degrees by the heat of the Sun, dif- 
fufes thro all places, and Rains fometimes fo encreafe 
them, that no part of their Earth may be accounted free 
from them $ and the Got hick Language call thefe Land 
Floods, Alwanne-flod, that is, an univerlal Deluge, whence 
the Latins have made Alntonem Eluvium: The word 
Aim an , lignifying Univerlal, Common, Pubjick. 

He tells us, That Berner, Pliny , Herodotus and others, 
call the Hyperboreans, the moft Wife, Juft and Prudent of 
Mankind, and that Plutarch fays, a Man may there much 
more foccefbfully advance himfelf in the Study of Jflro- 
nomjriti a month, than ■ ellewhere in a very long. fpace of 
time. 

The Seventh Chapter treats concerning the Rape of 
Proserpina, and of the fir ft corning of Ceres into Sweden. 
Here the Author lets forth, that in the Southerly parts of 
the World Agriculture always flourilht, Fruits allb in ma¬ 
ny 
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ttf places growing of their own accord, and confe* 
quently that the Inhabitants of foch places, were the left 
mov’d to admire fo eafy and ufual a thing, much lefs 
could be Tarred to Worlhip the .Earth, as a Deity to be 
folhcited with Prayers. On the contrary, that the 
Ndrthern parts were formerly wholly without Fruits, and 
that even now Defarts, Woods, and many Fields admit 
no cultivation, or at leaft produce no Fruit without culti¬ 
vation and Towing. That inftead of Corn at that time 
they had three Subftitutes, to which poor people even 
now are wont to have recourse, viz,* The fappy outward 
parts of the Pine and other Trees, which were wont to 
be taken off in the Spring, to be dry’d and pounded to 
Powder, adly, Acorns, now given to Swine, but then 
guarded with accurate San&ions of Laws, $dly, The 
Roots of Filiperidula, which were of a grateful favour, 
and Food for the beft Perfons, and now greedily hunted 
after by Swine, who root up the ground for them. But 
as foon as their Anceftors came to know there was a more 
plentiful growth of Fruits in the Southern Countries, it 
appears, from the Hiftory of Adonk % that he went forth 
of their Country, and took by force from elfewhere a 
Kings Daughter, who greatly delighted in Agriculture and 
Gardening, and brought together with her thofe Arts 
and Studies into his Country. Now the firft name of this 
Virgin among them, he fays, was Korve, that is. Grain, or 
Seed, becaufe (he taught them how to fow, called by the 
Latins , Ceres, the fame name being given her Mother 3 
and then he tells us, how (he came by the name, Profer~ 
pine. 

To make good what is faid of Adonis , he fays all agree 
that a certain King formerly took away a Virgin by force, 
and married her. The Scalds call him Oaden, the Greeks 
Aedefs, and Aidonem 3 the Gothick Writers, Bluter , the 
Latins , Pluto : Again, fome of theirs call him Jkeyffe^ 
and Weieftir 3 foreign Writers Dis, and Vejoms. lathis 
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fo great diverfity of Names we fhall befl: know who fit 
was from his Country and Kingdom : For fince he is call’d 
by all the King of Darknefs, he mult be Northern * and 
for the'fame caufe he is call’d Rex Maniutn, the Ring of 
Ghofts, t&anhems Kong, and Rex Orci, Joroens Kong, and 
Rex Acherontis, Agronders Kong, Rex Fleujinorum, Glyr 
rod os Kong , 

He refleas on the Opinion of Wortnim and others, as 
Childifh, by whom the affairs of the Goths Feaft Jml are 
laid to have had their Name from Julius C<efar $ -for that 
all thofe things, both in name and reality, were in ufe 
among their Anceftors 15 Ages before C<efur, in honour of 
Atinusf the Sun} Prigga (the Moon) and Freia , or Ceres 
(the Earth.) 

For a Conclusion, he fays, that fome time after Adonis 
had brought the Daughter of Ceres, and with her the 
exereife of Agriculture, from Sicily into their Country, 
both the Daughter, and the Mother feeking the Daugh¬ 
ter, and under their Names the Earth, undergoing one 
while Summer, another while Winter, began to be had 
in very great Honour. That neither in the Writings of 
the Ancient Greek or Latin Poets, nor of their Scalds, by 
the name of Inferi, is to be underftood any Coeleftial or 
Subterraneous Place, much lefs Hell it felt, which fome 
late Writers have plac’d in the JEther, others, with a like 
folly, in the Center of the Earth : For who can fay, that 
either for entringfueh places there was need of a Southern 
Wind, or for leaving them of a North ? Who could ex- 
ped in them the* exercife of Agriculture? Who will fay, 
it matters whether perfons there feed on Acorns, or Bread 
Corn? dv. That rather, in a manner all the marks of 
the Inferi, given by the Ancients, molt exadly agree to 
Northern Sweden, viz, i> An Abyfs, or Chaos, that is, a 
barren and defart place, fuch as Saxo has deferib’d under 
the Pole. 2. A fharp and Snowy Winter, much fpoken 
of by Ovid. 3. A dark Pole, kno wn to Chadian ; and 
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ing that Homr had the fubjeft of his Fable concerning the 
Infers from their Country, and that their Barbarians paft 
thence into Italy , v and were firft call’d Cmmerij, and fince, 
pot improperly, Cimbri. But he fays he (hall fay more of 
this affair,where he (hall treat again of the Infen, in another 
Volume 5 where he will alfo (hew, that befides the Infers 
and Blyfij that Inhabit the Polar Earth, other fubterrane- 
an Infers and Elyfij under the fame Pole have been excogi¬ 
tated by their Anceftors to reprefent the pains of all the 
Wicked, and the Joys of the Good after Death. 

The eighth Chapter treats of Selenolatria , or Moon-rrorfhip 
of the North: Here he tells us from Olaus Magnus, that 
their Anceftors worfhipp’d the Moon as well as the Sun, 
becaufe in Winter, in the Sun’s abfence, they continually 
us’d the light of the Moon, which failing at the New, they 
order'd all their a&ions, even in the day time, by the light 
of their bright Stars increa$’d*by the whitenefs of the Snow: 
But he fays, becaufe the Worth ip of the Sun and Earth 
could-not be well expounded before by him, but withal, 
he was forc’d to fpeak of the. Moon, and draw from the 
Fables of the Antients, thofe things that belong’d to its 
Worlhip, therefore he here only tells us the brief heads of 
what he had written before. 

The.Ninth Chapter treats concerning the Eunick^Fajh. 
He tells us, the Inventor of thef b Fajis was Atlas, King of 
the North. The caufe of fo noble an lnvention, was a 
better and more ready way of finding out the. annual flo¬ 
tations of the Sun, and Menftrual of the Moon, as alfo 
among the full Moons, that chiefly which ought next to 
follow the Sun yearly returning. Now, from their Cm.- 
faerians, by .whom fuch things were obierv’d, the Sun was 
wont to be wanting 40 days, and the full Moon next in— 
fuing the Suns return, was called the Jule full Moon 5 and 
fo diligent and accurate an account of. this full Moon, a- 
bove all others, was then, taken, becaufe at that time, at 
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tie publick Refoycings for the tveftofarian of Lighf to the 
Northern World, ipt only ai! the little Kings and Gover¬ 
nors within their Kingdom, hut alfo t orcign Kmgs and 
Tributaries, or fqch as were any way obnoxious to the 
Kings of the Ndrth, were bound to be prefent. 

The'Runick Bafts, he fays, began the year from that 
day in which the Sun, after 40 days able nee in Eridanm-, 
jfirft fhin'd to thofe that Inhabited the Low l ands , among, 
the Cimmerians : And' that the , Kings of the Cimmerian $> 
leaving the Notheriy parts, brought thefe Falls with then* 
to the Southerly parts of Sweden, even tb (Jpfal, as the 
aloft ready Inftrument for calculating the Year. And he 
here explains at large the ufe of the Runick. Fajts 5 and 
©bferves thattho the Sun lies;hid under the Horizon of the 
Northern Inhabitants for many days in the Winter, yet it. 
displays its Rays of Light about noon. Idee a dawning or 
break of day, or asa Beard. 

As to the Age of the ’RmfckFajh* he fays it may be 
ultimately refferr’d to about the year of the World 1800, 
and that thofe receiv’d their laft perftdion about the 
year of the World 220©. This Science he fays increas’d 
by long and diligent Obfervations of the Sun and Moon 
pafEng round the Earth : for it was not a labour of a few 
days, but of years and ages, by which the names of A- 
ftnWh Ma*»> Saturn and many more No them Men, rofe to 
an Immortal Glory, as under whofe hands a Science fo 
excellent and necefiary grew up 5 and thefe Labours had 
place 506 or dob years before the Trojan War, as Diodo'rm, 
who in his firft fix Books treats profeffedly of Affairs more 
ancient than the Trojan War, feems-to have own’d 1700 
years fince. 

Me aftures-Mmfelf, he lias here fet forth, for the -great* 
©ft part, whatfoever can make for the explanation of the 
Mmiek Fajts y and; dares aver that no Nation in the 
Work! has penetrated' to that accurate Theory of the Sun 
and Moon before their Anceftors,, but rather, that the 
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flZgyptidttt, Greek ) 1 and Remans have borrowed many things 
from them, and at length, carting off their Antient Cuftom, 
whereby they made the Vernal or Autumnal Mquinox, or the 
Summer Solrtiee, the Sun always, high railed above the 
Horizon, the beginning of their Year, they betook them- 
ifelves to the ufage of his Anceftors, who joyn’d the be¬ 
ginning of their Year, with the firft return of the Sun,, 
after having been for forne time abfent. And here he exr 
plains at large a Cut he has given, in a precedent Chapter, 
of a Runick Almanack* 

The tenth Chapter treats of the Tympana Laponica,, or 
Lapland Drums 3 which he fays are generally divided in¬ 
to three Regions, the higheft Region contains the Heavens 
and all Cadeftial things, and all Volatils 3. the middle Re¬ 
gion cont ains the Earth, with Men and all Animals 3 the 
lowed Region contains Infernal and Subterraneous places 
and then proceeds to give a particular and genuineExplica- 
tion of all the Figures o* Marks that are on the fa id Tym» 
pana. find in the condufion he owns that the greatelt 
part of thefe Figures and Animals are drawn to other affairs 
by the Laplanders , who beat their Drums with great Im¬ 
piety and Superftition : For if they would know whether, 
when they go on Hunting, they (hall have fuccefs, they 
beat their Drum with Thors Hammer, and dijigently ob- 
ferve ft certain Ring leaping on the Drum, which if they 
fee reft on the Image of a Ranger, they no way doubt hut 
they (hall kill a. wild Ranger that day r If it refts-on a 
Wolf, they conclude they ihali have a Wolf for their prey.. 
But the Author lays he partes by thefe things as being be-* 
fide hiS'purpofe, and refers thofe who are |deligbtedj with 
them to Shefferttsh Lapponia , to Qlaus Magtms, and others* 
However, l (hall give you here what feems to be the Au¬ 
thors fenfe. concerning what may now be expe&ed from: 
the Superffitious ufe of,the Lapland Drums j inferted by hiaa 
m the fifth Chapter of this Book, p. 2%. It is as follows. 
Since the Doftrine of Ckrift came \x>.Lapta»di Men;* could 
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not but forget many things relating to Superftition, arid 
execrate and caft off other things, or at leaft be at an un¬ 
certainty in many things, mixing Superftition with the 
Truth, nothing being-more certain than that Paganifm is 
not yet quite exhnd in thofe places. Whether therefore 
the Laplanders themfelves are now ignorant of the make of 
the moft antient Drums, or whether fo differing a fitting 
of the Drums deprives them of the know ledge of a thing 
fo extreamly vain, they now fuffer themfelves with ex- 
tream difficulty to be drawn to make known their Superfti* 
tion to others: Perhaps alfo fhame or fear in a manner 
deters fome. To pafs by that the chief Arcanum of 
Superftition will not be revealed, be it as it will, you (hall 
now hardly find any Man, who knows rightly how to 
manage this Drum, or to explain it to others. And 
thole who think they know fomewhat of this kind, either 
io obftinately conceal it,or fo diffemble their skil!,that thofe 
labour in a manner in vain, who with any Gifts how great 
foever, or high Drinking, (which is wont to go a great 
way with them other wife) endeavour to break or conquer 
that filence ; but among Gifts (if any Man will purchafe 
this Art of them) the Laplanders are moft earneft Lovers of 
Imperial Rix Dollars. 

The laft Chapter treats concerning the Menfa Ijiaca , 
or the Table of Ijis : And here the Author fays, the 
World owes great thanks to Pignorius , for having 
preferv’d fo great a piece of Antiquity from oblivion, 
and for having illuftrated it with the Commentaries 
and Conjectures of other Men as well as his own : But 
whereas his account ©f it is very imperfect,the Author fays, 
he undertakes the explication of this Monument, which 
he had never dar’d to attempt, hadmot the fituation of 
bis Country, the cuftom of the Inhabitants, the motion 
and operations of the Sun and Moon about their Earth, 
the Runick Fajls , the Lapland Drums , the Fables and 
Traditions of the Northern Inhabitants, given fome light 

to 
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to tlie undertaking : for as the JEgyptians receiv’d . 
their Worfiiip of the fun, Moon and Earth frou, ./?, 

Jo, the D. tighter of Inachtt?, who was a Northern Cod- 
dels, fo alfo their Table of Jfis has its figures fo diiposd, 
that they i.eprefent exactly enough the motions and 
Monthly changes of the Sun and Moon throughout the 
whole year, as the North requires or admits: He there¬ 
fore has given us the fame Cut with Pigtioriut of the 
Table of Ijis> divided into 12 Months. And this is the 
order of that Table, that to each month three figures be¬ 
long, and befides all thefe there is one figure in the midfic 
of the reft, fitting on a Throne. Now it came in the 
Authors mind, that by the three Images belonging to 
each month, the Sun, Moon and Earth ought to be un- 
derftood: And the whole Table is divided into three 
parts, for the Winter, Summer and Autumn, which 
their Anceftors receiv’d ^ and as each of thefe parts of 
the year contains twelve figures, three always anfwer to 
one month, that is, ten days will belong to each figure, 
and thirty days to each month 5 ajid this is according to 
the manner and cuftom of the North ; And therefore to 
the greater parts of the year, or to each ^eafon rao days 
are to be allowed, which being thrice counted for fo 
many parts of the year, they will produce in all 360 $ ItKe 
Image therefore remaining and fitting on its Throne,thirds 
for the dies inUrealares, which bting added, there will 
a rife the Annual fpace of 365 days and the vantage \ and 
he proceeds to give us a iuecinct explication of all the 
Images or Figures in particulars > and tell us, the Figure 
of Ojiris holds in one hand a Crols with a Ring to it 5 and 
Pignoritts owns, that the Crofs was known an i us d by 
the. Mgyptians. and., other Profane Nations, .before die 
times of Chrifh And quotes Saidas^ faying, that while 
The dojias the Great was Emperor, when the Temples ot the 
GensiUs were demoli fil’d, in the* Temple of-Straps- were 
found Hitroglypkical Letters, haying the form of a Oofs, 
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being feen by the Greek Chriltians, they faid that the 
Crofs among the skilful in Hicroghyphical Gharaders fig- 
nified a Life to come. This kind of Crofs, he fays, is 
drawn on the Lapland Drums $ but as often as we fee 
this Crofs there given to Thor , it wants the Ring, and 
Thor’s Hammer is fignified by it: And now the Laplanders 
fever that Ringed Crofs into two parts, making the Crofs 
or Hammer of Tinn, and the Ring of Brafs, Iron, Ori- 
thalcum or of Silver, and beat the Drum with the Ham¬ 
mer 5 and from the various motions of the Ring leaping on 
the Drum, they make conje&ures of the events of Difeafes, 
the fates of Men, the happy or unhappy hate of dying 
Perfons after death, of the hate and conditions of things 
far diftant, and of all other hidden and abftrufe matters : 
And he concludes this fecond part of his AtUntica, in which 
fie took upon him chiefly to confider thefe three Bodies of 
the Univerfe, the Sun, Moon and Earth, after the manner 
of the Antients, with the words of the learned Hoperus , 
in his Themis Hyperhorea, and alfo with fhofe of the Learn- 
Guliel. Stiehlius 5 the former faying, that whatsoever there 
was of Philofophy among the Europeans , Afia ticks and /£• 
gyptians , flow’d from the Antient Hyperboreans 5 the latter, 
that the Names and likewife the Worlhip of the Cods and 
Goddefles came from the North to the Greekr, and thence 
to the Romans. 
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